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A Social History of the American Family, from Colonial Times to 
the Present. By Arthur "W. Galhoun, Ph.D. Volume I, 
Colonial Period. The Arthur H. Clark Company, Cleveland, 
U. S. A, 1917. Pp. 348. 

This work is a study in genetic sociology to be completed in 
three volumes. The purpose of it is to develop an understanding 
of the forces that have been operative in the evolution of the family 
institution in the United States. The author will endeavor to set 
forth the influences that have shaped marriage, controlled fecundity, 
determined the respective status of father, mother, child, attracted 
relative and servant, influenced sexual morality and governed the 
function of the family as an educational, economic, moral, and 
spiritual institution as also its relation to state, industry, and 
society in general in the matter of social control. 

In this first volume of the series the effort is to show that the 
American family is a product of European folkways, of the eco- 
nomic transition to modern capitalism, and of the distinctive en- 
vironment of a virgin continent. How European customs brought 
to America underwent modification in the new environment and 
how differences of population in this country may be traced to geo- 
graphical differences, constitute an important part of this treatise. 
The reader is finally directed to see the colonial family as a prop- 
erty institution dominated by middle class standards and operating 
as an agency of social control in the midst of the social order gov- 
erned by the interests of a forceful aristocracy, which shaped re- 
ligion, education, politics, and all else to its own profit. 

On the whole this is a valuable work. When one has finished 
reading this volume, however, he must get the impression that the 
life of the slave attached to the colonial family has not been ade- 
quately treated. Among the early colonists the African slave was 
connected with the family after the manner of the bondmen of fam- 
lies in ancient countries. The slaves, being few in number, main- 
tained this relation until the industrial revolution throughout the 
modern world changed the institution from a patriarchal to an 
economic one. Prior to this time the slaves were treated almost as 
well as the children of the family. They lived under the same roof, 
worshipped at the same altar and in some cases were taught in the 
same school. Care was taken so to elevate the slave and keep him 
above corrupting influences as to make him not merely a tool for 
exploitation but a decided asset in the family economy of life. That 
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the slave of this type had much to do with the development of the 
colonial family no one will doubt. 

In the chapter on servitude and sexuality in the South, the Negro 
slave gets negative mention. The author says that the presence 
of African slaves and Indians early gave rise to the problem of 
miscegenation. He concedes that it took some time to develop in 
the whites the attitude of race integrity and that the intercourse 
between men and women of the inferior race was never eliminated. 
During this period white women of the indentured servant class 
often yielded to miscegenation with the African male slaves and, 
as the author states, planters sometimes married white women 
servants to Negroes in order to transform the women and their off- 
spring into slaves. The author might have added that this was 
especially true of Maryland. 

The Beadjuster Movement in Virginia. By Charles Chilton 
Pearson, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science in "Wake Forest 
College. Yale University Press, New Haven, 1917. Pp. 191. 
The author undertakes here to describe one of the developments 
in Virginia polities during the period between the Civil War and 
the first administration of Grover Cleveland. He considers the 
last fifty years of the history of Virginia the Dark Age during 
which there has been a period of radicalism followed by reaction. 
The Readjuster Movement was one of the independent waves of 
thought which characterized the reactionary period. It centered 
around William Mahone as the leader of an efficient machine en- 
deavoring to readjust the State debt by compelling its creditors to 
share in the loss caused by the expensive internal improvement pol- 
icy, the misfortunes of the Civil War and the extravagance of the 
Reconstruction period. It was in line with the general effort to 
readjust the economic and social policies of the entire country. It 
appealed to the people for the reason that unlike radicalism it was 
not obstructive of "democratic advance" in that it did not alienate 
the western section of the state through its attitude towards the 
Negro. Native in its origin, the democracy of the party was pri- 
marily intended for the whites, though the Negroes were accepted 
as desirable supporters. Such an independent movement was im- 
possible until the continued defeat of the Republican party suf- 
ficiently removed the fears of the whites as to conduce to develop- 
ment of independent thinking. Citizens were thereafter more easily 



